
  

 

Jonathon_Krause-Beaudesert-20170509-006997906740.docx Page 1 of 2 

 

MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Beaudesert Electorate, Tropical Cyclone Debbie 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (12.08 pm): On 30 and 31 March 2017, nature again bore down 
on the region I represent and caused a monumental amount of damage. All floods are different and this 
flood affected Beaudesert and surrounding areas like never before. It entered homes in and around 
Beaudesert where floods had not gone before. It took pumps, tractors, equipment and fencing on farms 
where floods had never gone before—at least not in living memory. A dairy farmer I spoke to lost a 
treasured Ford tractor used for irrigation. It was parked in a place he did not think the water would go, 
higher than the 1974 flood level, but the water went there and the tractor was washed away, along with 
every fence in the river flats of the farm.  

A very long road of repair and recovery is in front of so many farmers. On the Logan River it was 
a record flood, peaking at 20.66 metres at the MacLean Bridge, just shy of the 1947 and 1974 floods, 
and its impact on the Logan River ran from the Border Range to the ocean. Our farmers were the first 
to feel its impact upstream south of Beaudesert and it is our primary producers who will feel the longest 
lasting impact of this flood. The other mighty river in our region, the Albert River, also had a record 
flood, peaking at 13.55 metres at Wolffdene, its highest level since 1974. It roared through parts of 
Kerry and Nindooinbah, Tabragalba, Birnam, Boyland and Mundoolun before reaching Cedar Creek 
and Tamborine. It took with it thousands of cubic metres of topsoil and knocked flat millions of dollars 
worth of crops in aggregate. One farmer lost all of his corn, which was going to be winter feed for his 
dairy cattle. That feed will need to be replaced, but there is no government grant for that. Trees were 
uprooted, livestock including cattle and horses were lost, and equipment was damaged or destroyed.  

In the early hours of 31 March, as the water from the Logan River and a number of creeks met 
in Beaudesert, a sea of water stretching from the town to properties west of Bromelton House Road 
formed, trapping residents in their homes and necessitating evacuations. I give a massive thankyou to 
those volunteers who went out to evacuate people in what were dangerous floodwaters. In Beaudesert, 
the final count showed around 30 homes had water in them and 10 or so have been considered unable 
to be lived in at this point. At Canungra, houses were inundated and landslips have rendered homes 
uninhabitable. Landslips occurred on Lamington National Park Road, closing the road to O’Reilly’s over 
the Easter holidays. That might seem like a small number of homes affected, but when it is your home 
and your possessions the damage is simply immeasurable.  

As the flood moved from Beaudesert towards Jimboomba, many people were stranded. Power 
was lost and pumps were out. People were cut off from neighbours and supplies in Cedar Grove, Cedar 
Vale, Veresdale, Woodhill, Jimboomba, Yarrabilba and Veresdale Scrub. Payne Bridge on Cusack 
Lane went under and the view from just north of Camp Cable Road, south along the Mount Lindesay 
Highway, was like looking at an inland sea. Jimboomba residents have said that the flood was 
extraordinarily high. While the official river levels may not show that it was a record flood, it was certainly 
a flood that touched businesses and homes in a way that had never happened before.  
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The Logan River catchment extends into the Fassifern area and the damage caused to farms in 
that region cannot be forgotten. I visited the area on the morning of 31 March. After the hugely 
devastating floods of 2013, it was harrowing to see damage caused by yet another flood. In Tarome, 
Kalbar, Aratula, Kent’s Lagoon, Harrisville, Silverdale and the areas around the Warrill and Reynolds 
Creek catchments, as well as over the hill at Rosevale and Mount Walker in the Bremer catchment, 
crops were flattened, irrigation equipment was damaged, topsoil was swept away to neighbouring farms 
or down the creek and, generally speaking, havoc was caused to the livelihoods of hardworking primary 
producers in the area. It was not as bad as 2013, but in many places it was not much better.  

The primary producers of my electorate are bloody strong people. I have lost count of the number 
of times I have heard one say words to the effect that, ‘We’re not too badly damaged, especially 
compared to So-and-so.’ It is a mark of the heroic character of those people who, at a time of disaster, 
think more of their neighbours than of themselves. However, we also need to remember that there may 
well be businesses lost out of this event, which impacts on families and individuals in a huge way. I offer 
my support to all who have been affected.  

I thank the officers of DAF and QRAA who have been on the ground to offer advice to people 
affected at this time. I thank officers of Growcom, QDO, AgForce and other peak bodies that have 
helped to gather data for a category C declaration. Ruth Chalk from the QDO was especially 
instrumental in gathering data and was personally very supportive of my efforts in gathering data from 
producers at meetings I held in Beaudesert and Aratula on 10 April. On Good Friday, 14 April, the 
category C declaration was made. I thank all council staff, SES, rural firies, BlazeAid, Palen Creek and 
other volunteers, members of the QPS and QFRS and everybody who helped to keep people safe 
during the flood. It was so good to see everybody working together. After the event, it was wonderful to 
see people volunteering to help out with the recovery effort. The Beaudesert Race Club had at least 
one metre of water across it, causing approximately $1.2m worth of damage. In the aftermath, many 
volunteers helped to clean up the track. The president of the Beaudesert Race Club, John Wilson, 
remarked to me that Beaudesert has a lot of great people who are willing to dig in. He is proud of the 
Beaudesert community and so am I. 

 


